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ELIGIBLE SPECIES AND
MINIMUM WEIGHTS FOR CITATIONS
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Fish must be weighed and registered at afficial weigh stalions.

ELIGIBLE SPECIES AND

REQUIREMENTS FOR RELEASE CITATIONS
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mrked with asterisk.

TOURNAMENT RULES

1. Eligibility

(a)

(b)

(c)

{d)

(e}

(f)

]

The following persons are eligible to participate: all persons
holding wvalid Virginia Saltwater Fishing Licenses; all persons
fishing on private boats, charter or head boats, commercial fishing
piers or rental boats that possess valid "blanket” Virginia
Saltwater Fishing Licenses; all persons with valid out-of-state
saltwater recreational fishing licenses that have been certified as
reciprocal with Virginia’s license; all persons exempt from
saltwater licensing requirements due to age (under 16 and 65
years and older) except as provided in section (b) following:

The following persons are not eligible © parlicipate: captains and
males of charterboats, headboats and partyboats and professional
guides while under charter or hire; all persons participaling in
commercial hook-and-line fishing trips; any person convicted in
a court of law of the violation of any marine fishery law or
regulation, including failure to possess a fishing license, is
incligible for the year in which the conviction oceurred and the
following year.

All fish must be caught on a rod and reel in accordance with
accepted recreational angling practices, in a sportsmanlike
manner without aid, by the angler. Electra-mates and all other
power-assisted reels or equipment may not be used. Qualifying
catches must be made on recreational fishing trips: any fishing trip
producing any fish that are sold or barteved is deemed a
commercial fishing trip, and all persons participating in such rrips
are not eligible for participation in any Towmament programs and
all fish cought by all persons on such trips are not eligible for any
awards,

All catches must comply with all applicable regulations and laws,
including size limits, possession limits, open and closed seasons,
closed waters and areas, and the waters must be open to public
fishing.

To qualifly Tor a "release” Citation, the angler or mate must control
the Tish and either wuoch the fsh or the leader and the fish must be
alive when it is unhooked andfor released. Galls may not be used,
excepl o gall the fish through the lip. If & minimum length is
required to qualify, the fish must be landed and measured, and its
actal, measured length must be recorded on the Citation entry
form, except for bluefin tuna, sharks, and tarpon in which the
length must be determined to meet the minimum requirement and
the estimated length recorded on the entry form. The tournament
entry form is to be completed in the standard manner and a
witness to the catch, measurement (if required), and release of the
fish must complete the wilness certification attcsting to
compliance with tournament rules.

An angler fishing alone may cam a "release” Citation by
providing a clear, sideview photograph of the fish on a measuimg
device clearly showing the length af the fish, provided the entry
form is completed and photograph is supplied o the weigh station
within 7 days as required in rule 3{a) and a copy of the photograph
is provided to the toumament office.

Measurements for “release” Citations shall be total length
measured on a flat measuring device; fish must be laid on top of
a measuring stick or tape that has been completely stretched out
and is resting on a fat surface and measured from the tip of its
nose or lower jaw (o the tip of its il



2. Boundaries

Catches are eligible from all saltwater areas within the
Commenwealth of Virginia (Chesapeake Bay, tributary rivers,
ocean surf). Catches also are eligible from the Potomac River,
upper Chesapeake Bay, and Atlantic Ocean provided the angler
fished on a boat that leaves from and retums to a Virginia port
without docking or landing outside of Virginia,

3. Weighing and Registering Fish
{a2) All fish muost be weighed and releases registered at an official
weigh station as soon as practical, but no later than 7 days
following the actual date of catch. Scales used must be inspected
or certified and fractions of an ounce do not count.

(b} Each entry must be recorded on an official entry form, signed by
the angler, weighmaster, and a witness.

(€) Weighmasters are cligible, but a witness to the weighing is
required,

(d) Weigh stations must forward the original (white) copy of the entry
form to the Towmnament office within 10 days of the date
registration. Original entry forms may not be given to any person,
and original entry forms mailed to the Tournament office by any
one other than the weigh station will not be accepted.

(e} Mutilated, cut, scaled, harpooned speared, shot or frozen fish are
not eligible; however, tuna, which have been cut and bled may be
registered, Weighmasters may cut, open or mark any fish after it
has been weighed.

(M Anglers will not be allowed to weigh fish at more than one weigh
station, or "shop" their fish among weigh stations for heavier
weights. Entdes will be disqualified for anglers violating this
rule.

4. Rules Violations

{a) Amny angler, weigh station, boat or pier operator, or other person
who violales Towrnament Rules may be excluded from
Tournament participation and forfeit all nghts (o all Tournament
awards.

{b) Rules violations may be considered any time, however protests
filed by other anglers must be submitted in the form of a written,
notarized affidavit within 10 days of any alleged violation.

{c) The Toumament director may require additional information or
affidavits at any time for any reason for any entry.

(d) The Tournament Director andfor appointed Tournament
Committee at their sole discretion may require any entrant to take
a polygraph (lie detector) examination at any time for any reason
regarding a Tournament entry; information gathered from the
cxamination may be used to help evaluate the validity of the entry.

(e} Decisions of the appointed Tournament Committee will be final.

5. Awards

{a) Mo fish that falls below Toumament standards will be eligible for
an award.

(b) Anglers may eam only one Citation award for each species per
year, Anglers with multiple entries in a single species will receive
an award for the heaviest entry in the species.

{c) An angler who enters fish for both release and weight Citation
awards in the same species will receive, at the discretion of the
Tournament, only one plague listing the heaviest catch and
number of releases,

STATE RECORD RULES

The Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament (VSWFT) maintaing the
official records for saltwater game fish in Virginia. Records are
determined by weight in pounds and ounces. Ties will be recognized and
accorded state record status. Special "State Record” citation plagues are
awarded for catches exceeding or tying existing stale records, provided
the calches comply with state record standards, proper registration
procedures are followed, and the fish is certified by the VEWFT director
as a state record. It is the sole responsibility of the angler to ensure all
state record rules and procedures are followed,

State records must conform o all the rules of the Virginia Saltwater
Fishing Tournament. A listing of these rules can be found on pages 2-4 of
this brochure. In addition, the following conditions and rules must be
complied with:

1) State record entries must be made on  special two-page state
record application forms and all information reguested on the
Sform must be supplied. In addition, the applicant and all
persons involved in the trip producing a potential state record
will be required to file notarized affidavits prepared by the
tournament director with the VSWFT.

2) The actual fish must be viewed by the VEWFT director or an
appointed member of the VSWFT Committee or the fish will
not be eligible for state record recognition. The VEWFT office
and director should be contacted as soon as possible, or a
member of the VSWFT Committee should be contacted, o
arrange for the viewing and the fish must be preserved intact
and not frozen for the viewing,

3) Side view photographs of the fish must be submitted with the
state record application; photographs become the properly of
the VSWFT and may be used for publication and publicity.

4) The YSWFT director andfor appointed committee may require
any state record entrant o undergo a polygraph (lie detector)
examination at any time for any reason; the information
gathered may be used to evaluate the validity of the state
record entry and compliance with program rules.

5) In addition to the boundary requirements listed in Rule 2 of
this brochure, state record catches must be made in waters
regularly and commonly fished by boats leaving from and
retuming to Virginia ports. Current boundary limits shall be
deemed Lo be walers north of the line connecting Cape Point,
Hatteras, NC with Diamond Sheals Light Tower and then to
the cast; and zouth of latitude line 38 15", which is south of
COecean City, MDD,

Initial state records will be recognized in the following species at the
following minimum initial weights:

Adamic BonM . e
Gray Triggerfish ..o e
Adlantic (Boston) Mackerel




VIRGINIA MARINE GAME FISH RE

CORDS

SPECIES WEIGHT WHERE WHEN ANGLER
PATTIEEYAEK. . ovsssuinsnsinsssimmsssnsinshsigansmsmmssssnimmssusagy SN E.H | . & | 511 B[, |- — DB cceeusuisnssasispesiiaprsnishent Mark J. Roberts
Barracude il s ks sl e B e CB Buoy Line......ccoosrvvensinns 1996 ... sssnissinsnssssasasnansneness WAYNE Seymour
Bliefiah ... oiaia i 25 1bs. 4 0Z..ccocniereaiecsnsias Bluefish Rock .....convinininans L9B6....cccnncinrnisininnn dayle B Cozzens
1 v (SR w e —_ (18 |- - E S —— b | A—————— Joseph F. Berberich, 11
Coud, Atlantic L] | R e e OFf Wachapreague ..o O e Robert Cranmumer
Crevalle Jack 48 Ths. 12 0% Ches. Light Tower ....... L1993 “harles MeCaskill, ITI
Croaker crevisines e an L OO A DT st snsins Mewpoint Light........ S || f - ceeeeeOrman T, Jenking
Daolphin TLIbS, B 02eiiiiicii i AOMf Virginia Beach... e i Don Dorey
Drum, Black 5| R R Off Cape Charles ..... L1973 ...Belly D. Hall
D, Pt i B3 Ibs. 4 0% oo W TECK Tslamd ... - 1981 .... .Herman Moore
False Albacore...... w25 Ibs. 4 0% e JOIT Virginia Capes... e R R S i Jack Sparrow
Flounder.... S (15 - — .Baltimore Channel ... P |, 7 [REees Charles E, Cross
Kingfish {Rnundhe.nd} T 2 Ibs. 13 oz..... <. T Sandbridge......... ««2002........ wennnChip Watters
Mackerel, King......... BY Ibs. 1 G2.reresinissiseisannd Off Sandbridge.........oooasivins LI | O R O Susan M. Smith
Mackerel, SPARISH .o e D1bs. 13 0Z.....cvnsesminnens OfT Virginia Beach.........ooovs 1993 .. «.Everett Cameron
Marlin, Blue ............. w093 The, 12 0% vermrmsenssnnanss Morfolk Canyon ... 1978 .. Edward Alan Givens
Marlin, White .......ccovesrerversrerrererrerrersernsrerrarssreees 131 Ibs. 10 0z, O Virginia Beach.......ooov.. 1978.... Rudolph D.van't Riet
Pollock AP e R SR 23 lbs. 8 oz....... wennnnndOFF Chincoteague....inin [ R R B Lee Michalski
Pompano o oS L SETR— Scarborough Island ... 1992 L niiiinisisssssncsesenen RObER T, Long
Porgy 1o - —— 0T T T T ——— | F ). SU———————— Charles B, Haines, Sr.
Saillish 68 |bs. 8 oz... TTF R L 0L ROretet  rg SE S e R e R L F. 1. Murden
SRR i s R R A 10 1bs. 4 0F.....coviinnninn o OFF Winginia Beach....ooo 20000 Allan P. Paschall
* Shark, Bigeve Thresher......cocoosmemmmsessssnsarsssssssnns FVS T8, oorviannn Wayne M, Gross
Shark, Blacktip.....cccuieee Rt 76 Ihs, 10 oz o John W, Thurston, Jr.
Sk, BIE . i mm st sennsss 2 Ibs .. Wayne C. DeFord
Shaik, Bull.........c e z] v | . PR P T Y . {1 v, A IPVIPLORVS g B SRRD . 12y S s GO s Craig R. Paige
# Shark, Dusky ...ccocnnmmninn s Mlichael J. Halperin
Shark, Hammerhead (Great) ......coooooeevinnennn AP PPN R prapey e Ronald E. Aul
Shark, Hammerhead (Scalloped) ... B [ J{ T ATN | o A ..om Lips
Shark, Hommerhead (SMooth).......cmrmmsmet d 2 I8, wcreererserassssserassassed Off "v"uglma £ P21 et [ R R e Camlyn L Matthews
Shark, LM oo cesemsmsimsssnmsss e sansnnsevarsassasees 312 1bs. 12 OF....co e OFF Sandbridge.....oovvininns -.Bill Walker
Shark, Mako .. S e ol e s | e e b Ches. Light Tower P T e GﬂDﬂl‘ﬁ}' H. MNewbill
* Shark, 'iundhar {Emwn) 213 Ibs. ; Triangle Wrecks ..o 1986 ....... .Bill Moffen
* Shark, Sand Tiger 20 R e Off Cape Charles ................1983....... ..ICL]I}' . Capps
LAy ] | e s, 0. oMofolk Canvon.....coeevrevnnnn L9797 L S acg ol e o e Gary W, Seay
Shark, Spinner -..Off Chincoteague..... P | ) [ ...John E. Patton, 1
Shark, Thresher . Triangle Wrecks 2004 Andrew P. Schuyler

.....................................................................

- Johin W, Thurston, Jr.

. rred Williams
........... seereennn ity Nhek
.............. Jere Humphrey

Spadefish (1IE) ..o L T8 carinmisinsmarsisnins 18 COIL(Ches. BaY) .. are 200 s imrsncinivaiinn . Sustin Edwards
Spadefish (tie) ir: e e AL e Mark Outarson
e T W OIf Pogquoson...... RN 1) YA MNathan Dryden
Striped Bass 4-A Buoy....... Pl | ES e R Frederick Bames
Swordfish ' i Norfolk Canyon .. 1978 ... . James D. Alexander
Tarpon RV | —— B R o N PN 1975.... reerrrrerrenreren e DEITY TTUALL
Tautog Off Wachapreague .o, o St N R TS Gregory R. Bell
Tilefish, Blueline Off Virginia Beach........cecenn 2007 o ssisiriisssssssississsssssssasissssass Rick Wineman
T T R 1 SO, | . | | % Morfolk Canyon 2008 Aaron Sledd
Trout, Gray .......... | R R R Ches. Bay Br, Tunnel............. i |0 PR R S R Phlhp W. Halstcad
Trout, Speckled ... IBTIE. . s casmsiinimsne Masons Beach s 0T g ..Bill Katko
Tuna, Bigeye .o PSRRIV t iRt | L | b SSRROTRESENTRN | 11 (| BT | IR 2 i Mel'-'m Bray
Tume Blackhm = i G, Morfolk Canyon 200 Willim‘n W Charlton, 111
Tuna, Bleefin........ Off Virginia Beach 2007 Frederick “Bo™ Haycox
LTI E BT 1 T O ——— The Ogar 1995 & Kitty Falk
Tuna, True Albacore... BN i Morfolk Canyon .....ccccevsceeeees TG92....cececevinssmsssnasnsssanssnansans J¥IN FEQtOM, JE
Tuna, Yellowfin........... 203 1bs. 12 0Ziiviirercesianid MNorfolk Canyon ...... ... JO81 .Bruce C. Gottwald, Jr.
'y 1| T4 PO UG S s S S g 1201 1 R OfF Virginia Beach SN . T SRR - | 5" 3 I i1

*#Currently Tlegal to Possess




2009 WEIGH STATIONS

EASTERN SHORE

Bayford - Bayford Marina

Cape Charles - Bailey's Tackle Shop; Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel;
Bay Creek Marina

Cheriton - Cherrystone Bait & Tackle

Chincoteague - Bamnacle Bill's Bait & Tackle; Capt. Bob's Marina;
Eastside Marina;, Soug Harbor Marina; Capt. Steve's Bait & Tackle

Davis Whar! - Davis Wharf Marina

Exmore - Eastern Shore Outfitters

Greenbackville - Clammee Hands Restaurant

MNew Church - Peace Token

Saxis - J & L Bait & Tackle

Townsend - Chris’ Bail & Tackle

Wachapreague - Port of Wachapreagoe Town Marina;
Wachapreague Marina; Capt. Zed's Bait & Tackle;
Fisherman's Lodge Marina

TIDEWATER

Chesapeake - Gail's Bait & Tackle; Chesapeake Bait & Tackle;
Shorty's Fishing & Hunting

Franklin - Dail's Home Center

Norfolk (Little Creek area) - Cobb’s Marina; C-Tackle;
Ezst Beach Continuity; Cutty Sark Marina; Little Creek Marina;
Dolphin Ship Store; (Cccan View) - Ocean View Fishing Pier

Portsmouth - Bait Shack; Culpepper’s Boat Rental

Suffolk - Butler Store; Mansemond River Bait & Tackle;
Dashiell’s Half Round Showroom; Troy Marine

Virginia Beach - Princess Anne Distributing Co.; Boater's World;
Virginia Beach Fishing Pier; Oceans East II; Bruce's Bait & Tackle;
(Lynnhaven Inlet area) - Bubba's Marina; Marina Shores;
Lynnhaven Marine Center; Dockside Seafood Marina;
Bayside Bait & Tackle; Long Bay Pointe Bait & Tackle I;
Long Bay Pointe Bait & Tackle IT; (Rudee Inlet area) -
Fisherman's Wharf Marina; Inlet Station Marina,
Virginia Beach Fishing Center; (Sandbridge) -
Little Island Fishing Pier

NORTHERN NECK

Callao - R.W."s Sport Shop

Kilmamock - Chesapeake Boat Basin

Lewisctta - Lewisetta Marina

Reedville - Buzzard Point Marina; Smith Point Marina
Wicomico Church - Ingram Bay Marina

THE PENINSULA (YORK-JAMES)

Ft. Monroe - Old Point Comfort Marina
Hampion - King Strect Bait & Tackle; Salt Ponds Marina;
Sunset Boating; Vanasse Bait & Tackle; Wallace’s Marina,;
L. D. Amory & Co., Inc.; Southall Landing Marina
MNewport News - Wilcox Bait & Tackle, Inc.; Sports, Inc.
Poguoson - Back River Market; Poquoson Fishing Center
Smithtfield - Heams Bait Barn & General Store
Williamsburg - Hooker Bait & Tackle
Yorkiown - Dare Marina; Grafton Fishing Supply;
Bishop's Fishing Supply

MIDDLE PENINSULA (RAPPAHANNOCK-YORK)

Bowlers Wharf - Garrett's Marina, Inc.

Chester - Castaway Sporting Goods

Colonial Heights - Dance’s Sporting Goods

Deltaville - I & W Seafood of VA, Inc.: Norview Marina;
Fishing Bay Harbor Marina

Dutton - Queens Creek Outfitters

Glen Allen - Green Top Sporting Goods

Gloucester Point - York River Feed & Fishing

Gwynn's Island - Gwynn's Island BV Resorl; Momingstar Marinas

Hayes - Crown Pointe Marina

Mechanicsville - Surlside Bait & Tackle

Mew Point - Mew Point BV Resorl

Plainview - Tucker’s Recreation Park & Marina

Saleda - Keepers

Topping - Grey's Point Campground; Locklies Marina

Ware Meck - Nuttall Country Store

West Point - Diggs Seafood

PRACTICE RESPONSIBLE ANGLING

= Abide by all fishery regulations and laws
* Report all violations
= Keep only those fish you plan to eat - release the rest
» Show courtesy and respect to others on the water

Learn about the Virginia Saltwater Fishing
Tournament, including our rules, weigh stations,
state record information, and a complete listing of
last year's Citation winning fish, on the Virginia
Marine Resource Commission's website. Visit us at
www.mrc.virginia.gov; we are listed under the section
entitled "Recreational Fishing Information”.




OUTSTANDING ANGLER AWARDS PROGRAM

Yirginia Expert Saltwater Angler - any angler registering six differcnt
species of fish for Citations in a single year camns this designation along
with a pin and certificate suitable for framing.

Virginia Master Saltwater Angler — any angler eaming 25 Citations
awards in a minimum of 5 different species (a maximum of | Cilation per
species per year allowed) over an unlimited period of time starting with
the year 1996 eamns this designation. Additional levels of recognition
accrue to anglers with 50 Citations in at least 10 different species and 75
Citations in 15 different species. Qualifying anglers must norify the
Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament upon meeting the requirements
and earn pins and centificates suitable for framing.

Virginia Junior Angler - any angler 15 years of age and younger can
eamn a special Virginia Junior Angler Award certificate by catching and
releasing 6 different species of saltwater fish in Virginia during the year.
The program is free, there are no minimum size imits for the fish, and all
species of saltwater fish qualify. Complete information and special Junior
Angler registration cards are available from the office of the
Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament and forms are also available
on the Wirginia Marine Resources Commission website al:
WWW.IIC. virginia.gov

ANNUAL SPECIES AWARDS

Trophies will be awarded to the anglers catching the largest fish in each
of the Tournament's 25 species cligible for weight Citations. In the case
of a tie, the date of catch will be used to determine the winner. The angler
with the earliest (first) fish caught will be declared the trophy winner.
Fish must meet all entry criteria of the Tournament.

A program of Virginia Marine
Resources Commission funded
with Marine Recreational
Fishing License monies.

2008 ANNUAL SPECIES AWARDS

SWORDFISH

Aaron Peckham, Virginia Beach —— ]
BLACK DRUM

Paul Elliott, Jr., SUIXY ..o BT Tha. 3 02
COBIA

Wesley D. Smith, Virginia Beach.........o.o.ccoorovronnrovrnnnn, 94 Ibs. 6 oz
STRIPED BASS

Frederick Barnes, Chesapeake ek e s i T B
TUNA, Bluefin

Kim Schwallenberg, Edgewater, MD........ooooervoroeeeensinn 226 1.
TUNA (other)

Rick Wyatt, Norfolk ............cocoveercrvrrmrnmurensenessesssssssssneeneonns 305 1.
WAHOO

Brian Davis, Virginia Beach.......coooorvomeeeceeoeoeoeeo. 689 Ths,
DOLPHIN

Todd Conner, Midbothian .............oovmmeeeeeenenoee 66 Ibs,
KING MACKEREL

James McDonald, Virginia Beach .....oo.ovveeveeeeeeooo 62 Ibs. 3 pz.
GRAY TROUT

Joseph E. Hudgins, Jr., Chesapeake ............cooooooovn....9 Ibs. & oz
BLUEFISH

Charles T. Southall, Poquoson wul Ibs. 8 oz
TAUTOG

Michael Shreve, Glen Burnie, MD ................................. 20 Ibs. 6 oz
SHEEPSHEAD

Kay Alley, Virginia Beach............ooooooeoooo 14 Ibs. 5 oz.
BLUELINE TILEFISH

Sidney E. Long, Jr., Branchville ........coceenermcooneeesssssnnes. 19 Ibs. 9 0.
FLOUNDER

Christopher A. Mounie, Suffolk................ w3 Ibs. 9 0z,
SPADEFISH

Josh Durvin, Dunnsville...............oooveecsrsssssesen. 14 Ibs, | oz
SPECKLED TROUT

Michael W. Whittaker, Chesapeake.. ... 13 lbs. 9 oz
SPANISH MACKEREL

Alfred T. Simpson, Virginia Beach .........cc.oooooovovesesooernnnnnnnn 6 Ibse
SEA BASS

Reggic Myrick, Portsmouth ................... N— T2
GRAY TRIGGERFISH

Nick Wright, Virginia Beach weee3 Ths, B 0z
CROAKER

Bill Wild, IIL, Virginia Beach .........ccooeocevosemeensissssinsns 4 lbs. 14 0z,
POMFPANO

Ron Pennington, Annandale ..o 2 Ths, & 0z
KINGFISH (Roundhead)

Kenneth R. Godsey, Norfolk ...........ooeeomveoreooooos 2 Ibs. 10 oz
SPOT

Michael W. Whittaker, Chesapeake ..........cooooooovoveeeeo . 11b. 8 oz



